World History

Teachers: Lamb, Thigpen, Seipel, and Williamson
Week 6: May 11 — May 15
Due Date: Friday, May 15™ at 3pm
Assignments will be submitted by the following:
Lamb- Turn-it-in, Thigpen- Turn-it-in, Seipel- Turn-it-in, Williamson- Turn-it-in
Assignments:

1. Get registered for your history turn-it-in: (Seipel, Thigpen, Williamson, and Lamb)
a. turnitin.com
i. Class ID’s and Enrollment Key's

Seipel Class ID Enroliment Key
Period 4 24434868 LHSLions
Period 5 24446653 LHSLions
Period 6 24446663 LHSLions
Period 7 24446670 LHSLions
Williamson Class ID Enroliment Key
Period 1 24444230 World1

Period 3 24444247 World3

Period 4 24444267 World4

Period 5 24444317 World5

Period 7 24444329 World7

Period 8 24444336 World8
Thigpen Class ID Enrollment Key
Period 1 24449376 worldl

Period 2 24449384 world2

Lamb Class ID Enrollment Key
World History P2 24530379 WorldH2
World History P3 24530386 WorldH3
World History P8 24530398 WorldH8

Please answer each of the following questions in 1 -2 well thought out paragraphs. Refer to the
readings to support your answers.

Questions:

Berlin Wall Article:

Before you read the article on the Berlin Wall list 3 things you know about the Berlin Wall. After
reading, answer the following questions. What new information did you learn about the Berlin Wall? If
you were living in East Berlin would you try to escape? Why or why not? Explain your answer.



End of the Cold War Article:

Briefly define the new Russian policies of glasnost and perestroika. What was Gorbachev’s goal with
these new policies? How did the Soviet Bloc begin to fall? Who do you think won the “Cold War”,
explain your answer with historical evidence.

Berlin Wall

On August 13, 1961, the Communist government of the German Democratic Republic (GDR, or East
Germany) began to build a barbed wire and concrete “Antifascistischer Schutzwall,” or “antifascist bulwark,”
between East and West Berlin. The official purpose of this Berlin Wall was to keep Western “fascists” from
entering East Germany and undermining the socialist state, but it primarily served the objective of stemming
mass defections from East to West. The Berlin Wall stood until November 9, 1989, when the head of the East
German Communist Party announced that citizens of the GDR could cross the border whenever they pleased.
That night, ecstatic crowds swarmed the wall. Some crossed freely into West Berlin, while others brought
hammers and picks and began to chip away at the wall itself. To this day, the Berlin Wall remains one of the

most powerful and enduring symbols of the Cold War.

The Berlin Wall: The Partitioning of Berlin

As World War 1l came to an end in 1945, a pair of Allied peace conferences at Yalta and Potsdam determined
the fate of Germany’s territories. They split the defeated nation into four “allied occupation zones”: The eastern
part of the country went to the Soviet Union, while the western part went to the United States, Great Britain and

(eventually) France.

All the Ways People Escaped Across the Berlin Wall



https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii
https://www.history.com/topics/history-of-the-soviet-union

Did you know? On October 22, 1961, a quarrel between an East German border guard and an American
official on his way to the opera in East Berlin very nearly led to what one observer called "a nuclear-age
equivalent of the Wild West Showdown at the O.K. Corral." That day, American and Soviet tanks faced off at
Checkpoint Charlie for 16 hours. Photographs of the confrontation are some of the most familiar and
memorable images of the Cold War.

Even though Berlin was located entirely within the Soviet part of the country (it sat about 100 miles from the
border between the eastern and western occupation zones), the Yalta and Potsdam agreements split the city
into similar sectors. The Soviets took the eastern half, while the other Allies took the western. This four-way

occupation of Berlin began in June 1945.

The Berlin Wall: Blockade and Crisis

The existence of West Berlin, a conspicuously capitalist city deep within communist East Germany, “stuck like

a bone in the Soviet throat,” as Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev put it. The Russians began maneuvering to

drive the United States, Britain and France out of the city for good. In 1948, a Soviet blockade of West Berlin
aimed to starve the western Allies out of the city. Instead of retreating, however, the United States and its allies
supplied their sectors of the city from the air. This effort, known as the Berlin Airlift, lasted for more than a year
and delivered more than 2.3 million tons of food, fuel and other goods to West Berlin. The Soviets called off the
blockade in 1949.

After a decade of relative calm, tensions flared again in 1958. For the next three years, the Soviets—
emboldened by the successful launch of the Sputnik satellite the year before during the “Space Race” and
embarrassed by the seemingly endless flow of refugees from east to west (nearly 3 million since the end of the
blockade, many of them young skilled workers such as doctors, teachers and engineers)—blustered and made
threats, while the Allies resisted. Summits, conferences and other negotiations came and went without
resolution. Meanwhile, the flood of refugees continued. In June 1961, some 19,000 people left the GDR
through Berlin. The following month, 30,000 fled. In the first 11 days of August, 16,000 East Germans crossed
the border into West Berlin, and on August 12 some 2,400 followed—the largest number of defectors ever to

leave East Germany in a single day.


https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/nikita-sergeyevich-khrushchev
https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/berlin-airlift
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/sputnik-launched
https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race

The Berlin Wall: Building the Wall

That night, Premier Khrushchev gave the East German government permission to stop the flow of emigrants
by closing its border for good. In just two weeks, the East German army, police force and volunteer

construction workers had completed a makeshift barbed wire and concrete block wall-the Berlin Wall-that

divided one side of the city from the other.

Before the wall was built, Berliners on both sides of the city could move around fairly freely: They crossed the
East-West border to work, to shop, to go to the theater and the movies. Trains and subway lines carried
passengers back and forth. After the wall was built, it became impossible to get from East to West Berlin
except through one of three checkpoints: at Helmstedt (“Checkpoint Alpha” in American military parlance), at
Dreilinden (“*Checkpoint Bravo”) and in the center of Berlin at Friedrichstrasse (“Checkpoint Charlie”).
(Eventually, the GDR built 12 checkpoints along the wall.) At each of the checkpoints, East German soldiers
screened diplomats and other officials before they were allowed to enter or leave. Except under special

circumstances, travelers from East and West Berlin were rarely allowed across the border.

The Berlin Wall: 1961-1989

The construction of the Berlin Wall did stop the flood of refugees from East to West, and it did defuse the crisis

over Berlin. (Though he was not happy about it, President John F. Kennedy conceded that “a wall is a hell of a

lot better than a war.”) AImost two years after the Berlin Wall was erected, John F. Kennedy delivered one of
the most famous addresses of his presidency to a crowd of more than 120,000 gathered outside West Berlin’s

city hall, just steps from the Brandenburg Gate. Kennedy’s speech has been largely remembered for one

particular phrase. “I am a Berliner.”

In all, at least 171 people were killed trying to get over, under or around the Berlin Wall. Escape from East
Germany was not impossible, however: From 1961 until the wall came down in 1989, more than 5,000 East
Germans (including some 600 border guards) managed to cross the border by jumping out of windows
adjacent to the wall, climbing over the barbed wire, flying in hot air balloons, crawling through the sewers and

driving through unfortified parts of the wall at high speeds.

The Berlin Wall: The Fall of the Wall

On November 9, 1989, as the Cold War began to thaw across Eastern Europe, the spokesman for East
Berlin’'s Communist Party announced a change in his city’s relations with the West. Starting at midnight that
day, he said, citizens of the GDR were free to cross the country’s borders. East and West Berliners flocked to
the wall, drinking beer and champagne and chanting “Tor auf!” (“Open the gate!”). At midnight, they flooded
through the checkpoints.


https://history.phoenix.prod.saymedia.com/news/how-long-was-the-berlin-wall
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/john-f-kennedy
https://www.history.com/news/brandenburg-gate-a-brief-history
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More than 2 million people from East Berlin visited West Berlin that weekend to participate in a celebration that
was, one journalist wrote, “the greatest street party in the history of the world.” People used hammers and

picks to knock away chunks of the wall-they became known as “mauerspechte,” or “wall woodpeckers’—while
cranes and bulldozers pulled down section after section. Soon the wall was gone and Berlin was united for the

first time since 1945. “Only today,” one Berliner spray-painted on a piece of the wall, “is the war really over.”

The reunification of East and West Germany was made official on October 3, 1990, almost one year after the
fall of the Berlin Wall.
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The End of the Cold War

Y b When Mikhail Gorbachev assumed the reins
LAy S of power in the Soviet Union in 1985, no
b one predicted the revolution he would bring.
&1 USSR A dedicated reformer, Gorbachev introduced
the policies of glasnost and perestroika to
ek the USSR.
i ' Glasnost, or openness, meant a greater
. 4 willingness on the part of Soviet officials to
i - - allow western ideas and goods into the
YR U USSR. Perestroika was an initiative that
) et allowed limited market incentives to Soviet
, RUSSIA citizens.
T
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m;?;&;}i}r A enough to spark the sluggish Soviet
sastera P faas T economy. Freedom, however, is addictive.
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This map charts the change from the single The unraveling of the Soviet Bloc began in

communist nation of the USSR into the confederation
of smaller independent nations once dominated by
Russia.

Poland in June 1989. Despite previous
Soviet military interventions in Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, and Poland itself, Polish

The fall of the Berlin Wall. The shredding of voters elected a noncommunist opposition
the Iron Curtain. The end of the Cold War. government to their legislature. The world
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watched with anxious eyes, expecting Soviet
tanks to roll into Poland preventing the new
government from taking power.

Here, crews of German troops tear down the Berlin
Wall. While many had taken axes and picks to the
Wall upon the collapse of Communism in Germany
in 1989, the official destruction of the Berlin Wall
did not begin until June, 1990.

Gorbachev, however, refused to act.

Like dominoes, Eastern European
communist dictatorships fell one by one. By
the fall of 1989, East and West Germans
were tearing down the Berlin Wall with
pickaxes. Communist regimes were ousted
in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. On
Christmas Day, the brutal Romanian dictator
Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife were
summarily executed on live television.
Yugoslavia threw off the yoke of
communism only to dissolve quickly into a
violent civil war.

Demands for freedom soon spread to the
Soviet Union. The Baltic states of Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania declared
independence. Talks of similar sentiments
were heard in Ukraine, the Caucasus, and
the Central Asian states. Here Gorbachev
wished to draw the line. Self-determination
for Eastern Europe was one thing, but he
intended to maintain the territorial integrity
of the Soviet Union. In 1991, he proposed a

Union Treaty, giving greater autonomy to
the Soviet republics, while keeping them
under central control.

When Mikhail Gorbachev assumed power of the

Soviet Union in 1985, he instituted the policies of

glasnost and perestroika in hopes of sparking the
sluggish economy. What resulted from this taste of
freedom was the revolution that ended the Cold War.

That summer, a coup by conservative
hardliners took place. Gorbachev was placed
under house arrest. Meanwhile, Boris
Yeltsin, the leader of the Russian Soviet
Republic, demanded the arrest of the
hardliners. The army and the public sided
with Yeltsin, and the coup failed. Though
Gorbachev was freed, he was left with little
legitimacy.

Nationalist leaders like Yeltsin were far
more popular than he could hope to become.
In December 1991, Ukraine, Byelorussia,
and Russia itself declared independence and
the Soviet Union was dissolved. Gorbachev
was a president without a country.

Americans were pleasantly shocked, but
shocked nonetheless at the turn of events in
the Soviet bloc. No serious discourse on any
diplomatic levels in the USSR addressed the
likelihood of a Soviet collapse. Republicans
were quick to claim credit for winning the
Cold War. They believed the military
spending policies of the Reagan-Bush years
forced the Soviets to the brink of economic



collapse. Democrats argued that
containment of communism was a bipartisan
policy for 45 years begun by the Democrat
Harry Truman.

Others pointed out that no one really won
the Cold War. The United States spent
trillions of dollars arming themselves for a
direct confrontation with the Soviet Union
that fortunately never came. Regardless,
thousands of American lives were lost
waging proxy wars in Korea and Vietnam.

Most Americans found it difficult to get
used to the idea of no Cold War. Since 1945,
Americans were born into a Cold War
culture that featured McCarthyist witch
hunts, backyard bomb shelters, a space race,
a missile crisis, détente, the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, and the Star Wars defense
proposal. Now the enemy was beaten, but
the world remained unsafe. In many ways,
facing one superpower was simpler than
challenging dozens of rogue states and
renegade groups sponsoring global
terrorism.

Americans hoped against hope that the new
world order of the 1990s would be marked
with the security and prosperity to which
they had become accustomed.
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